The Quality of Life Committee of the Clinical Trials Group of the National Cancer Institute of Canada: organization and functions.
The Quality of Life Committee of the National Cancer Institute of Canada Clinical Trials Group has successfully advocated the adoption of quality of life outcomes in Canadian clinical trials in patients with cancer. It has developed a policy promoting quality of life assessment in phase III trials and developed writing guidelines to assist clinical investigators when developing protocols for proposed studies. As a result, all phase III clinical trials instituted since the policy was developed have quality of life assessment as a part of their objectives. It has assisted the Clinical Trials Group office personnel in the development of procedures for the conduct of quality of life assessments in clinical trials with the result that the completion rate of self-report questionnaires is very high. The Committee maintains contact with other clinical trials groups and organizations having an interest in measuring quality of life in cancer.